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CONNECT 
 
 
 

recognise me. Visit the International Centre and met the 
Mishimas and chat. The evacuation centre has put them in 
different rooms according to their neighbourhoods, so that your 
bed space is next to your neighbours (so the Oginos, Aizawas 
and Mishimas are all in a row). Talk about the Lord, the tsunami 
and repentance.  

 

TUESDAY. Still feel down. Tell the Lord that I don't feel strong in 
Him but I certainly feel weak in myself, if that is good enough for 
Him. Sing hymns in the car esp 'Guide me O thou great Jehovah' 
and feel my faith and joy come back. A voice mail from Thierry 
Richards says he is in Shiogama with petrol for me. An angel 
from heaven! 

Rod Thomas  
 
 
 
 

DATES FOR 2011	  

 

CONVOCATION 1-3 June  
 [at Christ Church, Leeds]  
 

FAMILY CONFERENCE 28-30 September  
 [at The Hayes, Swanwick, Derbyshire] 
 

GENERAL COUNCIL MEETINGS: 1 June [Christ Church Leeds] 
      5 July [Church Lane 
          Evangelical Church, Stafford] 

             28 September [The Hayes] 

CONTACT DETAILS	  

 

Editor of “Connect”: 
Michael John Smithson:  078 0248 2584 
     revmichaeljohn@ec-fce.org.uk 
Fern House 52 Walmer Road PORTSMOUTH PO1 5AS 
Please contact the Editor for articles, correspondence, advertisements, etc 

 

Presiding Bishop of the Evangelical Connexion: 
Dominic Stockford:  020 8977 6144 

bpdominic@ec-fce.org.uk 
65 Elmfield Avenue TEDDINGTON Middlesex TW11 8BX 
 



  
 Editorial 

One of the significant factors in Angus Parnaby joining the Free 
Church of England was the importance of delivery of the gospel 
accurately and biblically, a feature which has been a key factor 
in the formation of the Evangelical Connexion as well. One of 
Angus’s primary sermons was therefore on the Jude which 
focuses on false teaching and lack of faithful Christian living. 
Accordingly the first article in this edition is Contend for the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints. 

 

The other item in this edition is quite long, but its author, Rod 
Thomas, missionary with OMF in Sendai, Japan, who was 
speaker at our last Family Conference at the Hayes, Swanwick, 
is such an important one to share, bearing in mind that Rod and 
his wife Glenda arrived back in Japan just before the extreme 
earthquake and tsunami close to Sendai. Please consider 
support for them, as two of the Connexional congregations have 
done. Donations may be sent via the Connexional account, sent 
to Bishop Dominic. 

Michael John Smithson 
!
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sufficient, more open to the gospel, and when we have the 
ability to show practical help they actually need. Mark 138-10 

Earthquakes aren’t signs of the end but birth-pangs of the 
kingdom. Jesus says they must happen. So what must we do? 
Preach the gospel to all nations  - and then the end will come! 

 

FRIDAY. Sunny and cold. Told that I need to register as a 
volunteer, which I do: 9-11 and 3-5. Well organised but the 
water distribution is very slow and people have to queue for 
hours. Give about 10 lifts some in dire need. Two UK embassy 
staff visit and try to persuade Glenda that we should leave 
 (irony: would they give her a visa??). 

 

SATURDAY. Sunny and warm. Do lots of trips carrying water. 
Tell my car occupants that this tsunami wasn't caused by some 
little deity but the Big One who made heaven and earth and that 
the meaning of the tsunami is that people should repent from 
sin and believe in the Creator. One woman said she was atheist 
but in complete agreement! At least the Japanese aren't 
embarrassed about being inconsistent. Drop in at International 
Centre to see casualty figures: Shichigahama: 27 confirmed 
dead, 42 missing. The hardest hit area is Hanabuchihama. Grim. 
 Apparently 4000 are homeless in Shichigahama alone.  

 

SUNDAY. Load frozen stuff into the car. Leave early and travel 
without delay to the church. Find a free wifi spot and download 
100s of e-mails which takes ages. We have about 15 to the 
service. Happy, co-operative, sympathetic atmosphere. Praise 
the Lord. Preach on Psalm 67. May we be blessed so as to be a 
blessing. All we have learnt up until now might be for this very 
time (Esther 4). We must use our faith (Luke 822-25). Have the 
English service and do Psalm 46. All meetings cancelled this 
week.  

 

MONDAY. Oda-sensei from Kuroishi Church phones to find 
news of the church and if we are all OK. He delivers 
newspapers to stay in the ministry and deserves all our respect 
and in my opinion our support. People are friendly and 

2011 CONVOCATION 
Please make sure that as many as 
possible from all of our congregations 
can join us for the Convocation in 
Leeds at the beginning of June. Let us 
strengthen our faith and commitment, 
and our mutual Christian love and 
connection in the Connexion! It would 
be helpful to let it be known as soon as 
possible how many folk can be there in 
order for us to organise 
accommodation. 
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Contend for the faith 
once for all delivered     

to the saints 
It is evident from an examination of the New Testament Epistles 
that the church of Jesus Christ, even in the middle of the 1st 
century, was having to combat error propagated by false 
teachers whose corrupt doctrine was subverting divine truth. 
Necessity was laid on Jude to oppose these enemies of the 
Gospel, to warn the church against their perverse teachings and 
to encourage all who loved truth to stand fast for the great 
principles of the faith. The inspired writers of the New 
Testament believed these were dangerous errors abroad and 
that it was their Christian duty to defend the sacred deposit of 
truth and exhort the church of Christ to withstand the inroad of 
error, no matter from what source it stemmed. 

 

We are living in a period of change in which the world is 
sundered by conflicting ideologies. Nations are struggling with 
tremendous issues, political, racial and economic, with all their 
challenge to cherished traditions and deep-rooted prejudices. It 
is inevitable that the church should be caught up in this 
situation. She is not only grappling with great problems on the 
social level, but also grave spiritual issues crying out for attention 
and solution. Materialism is the pervading spirit of the people of 
this land. This conditioned outlook has brought moral 
decadence and spiritual indifference. The incessant call to the 
church is to evangelise, but the majority of efforts directed to this 
end are largely ineffective in reaching the masses with the 
Gospel. Deeply concerned about this state of spiritual impotency 
many of God’s people are crying to heaven for a true revival of 
religion as the one hope, whilst others conscience stricken at 

nothing comes through. Come back and find that the tent has 
blown over because they didn't peg it down - too busy drinking 
beer in his shelter. Queue for 1 1/2 hours in the freezing wind for 
20l water. Find one of Glenda's hearing aids - the other one is 
lost. Try unsuccessfully to siphon fuel out of the Subaru and hear 
from my mechanic friend that it is definitely a write-off which is 
a pity as the roadworthy certificate was expensive.  

 

THURSDAY. Today is also a miserable cold snowy day but I feel 
much happier. I think I have found my little niche by offering lifts 
to people which gives me a captive audience to tell the gospel. 
Some of them have walked for 4-5km, queued for 2 hours for 10l 
water, all in a blizzard (it also means I can re-charge the Mac & 
phone while the car is running). Loads of Facebook e-mails etc 
from people interested in sending relief - it would be nice if they 
also considered ensuring the missionaries on the ground were 
fully supported. I go to the Town Office and ask what I should 
tell foreign volunteers and local churches concerning the needs. 
I'm introduced to the head of the relief committee and she says 
the needs are futons, blankets, petrol, containers for petrol and 
water, paraffin, nappies, food etc but that these could change 
within a short time. When I ask if they are happy with me giving 
lifts, they very happily give their blessing, but I would do it 
anyway because it meets a real need. Phone Mrs Takada and 
ask her to tell all the church people to bring any of the above to 
church on Sunday. Go for a walk.  Find half a litre of milk in a 
fridge in a wrecked house and lots of kitchen stuff (detergent, 
bleach etc) along the beach that we collect. Also 10 litres or so 
of petrol that must have fallen off a fishing boat. The Lord 
provides! The blessing with the cold weather is that the food in 
the freezer is still frozen. See in an e-mail that some 
missionaries are following embassy advice and leaving Japan. I 
wouldn't swap this time or place for anything and I don't even 
want to move to Sendai. It has been the most fulfilling 
interesting week. May the Lord help us to use this small window 
of opportunity when Japanese might be feeling a little less self-
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the prevailing division of the church, are pre-occupied with 
unity. The whole situation is one of confusion. How do we as a 
church apply ourselves to the challenge of our day and still 
remain faithful to our cherished principles? Have we any 
guidance? 

 

The genius of the Gospel is the relevancy for all times. It is just 
as relevant for the contemporary situation as it was for the 
period after the Reformation as it was in the 1st Century. Its 
timelessness is stressed here by Jude, and we can take his 
earnest exhortations as our guide. Just as a ship securely 
anchored can move safely with the currents so a church, 
securely fixed in the priorities can adapt itself to the confusing 
flow of contemporary events. As Jude declares, there are 
priorities we ignore at our peril. These are truths for which we 
must earnestly contend and the faith which we must proclaim 
and defend. Our primary need is to be clear on the essentials 
and from that vantage ground we can face with confidence the 
challenge and opportunity of our age and generation. So be 
clear on these priorities we must understand the implications of 
such an Epistle as this. 

 

The faith delivered…  
It was delivered unto the saints. We need to turn to another 
Scripture to clarify what is meant by the faith being delivered. 
The Apostle Peter writes “For no prophecy was ever produced 
by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit.”  2 Peter 121 As Professor BB 
Warfield has written, “The Spirit speaks through chosen men as 
his organs but through these organs on such a fashion that the 
most intimate processes of their souls become the instruments 
by means of which he speaks his mind.” These men were born 
along by the Holy Spirit, they spoke his words not their own. As 
our Lord promised, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will 
guide you unto all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 

English service. On the way back to Shichigahama we were 
able to call daughter Esther in South Africa with a request to tell 
everyone that we were OK. After that reception was lost. We 
arrived back after 2 hours (normally 35 mins). That night 
tsunami warnings were lifted. 

 

MONDAY. We got up early. I went to help some who had started 
to sift through their belongings and remains of their houses. 
Gave out some tracts and spoke about the Lord. Most were 
elderly with a brave face and said they were grateful to be alive. 
Helped an old couple called the Mishimas sort through their 
devastated house full of broken stuff and found his medicine 
which he was happy about. Offered a few others help and said 
they could come and borrow tools. I met an Al-Jazeerah film 
crew, no doubt telling the Arab world this was the wrath of 
Allah. In the afternoon went for a walk and spoke to the 
neighbour of the Mishimas who works for the Town Office, who 
tells me sadly that he lost his two kayaks, one which he bought 
for 400,000 yen 3 years ago!  

 

TUESDAY. Go to the International Centre. Our freezer is 
defrosting so deliver meat to old Mr Endo in makeshift shelter 
(and later our green tent) and to the main person in the 
International Centre (which is now an evacuation refuge 
looking after those made homeless). 

 

There is a lot of worry about atomic dust from the Fukushima 
Power plant which later turns out to be exaggerated. Walk with 
Glenda around Yoshidahama - terrible destruction with boats on 
top of houses etc. Chat to a few people and hand out tracts. Put 
out buckets for rainwater again after seeing that the fallout is 
only 30 km radius. Surprise visit from 5 UK Embassy staff who 
are very nice and let me use their sat phone to call Mum and 
Dad in Langstone, Hampshire. 

 

WEDNESDAY. A miserable cold day with strong wind, driving 
snow - temperature doesn't rise above 3oC. Go to old Mr Endo 
and put up tent. Go inland to try to download e-mails but 
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declare to you the things that are to come.” John 1613 This truth 
was derived from God conveyed to the chosen messengers by 
the Holy Spirit and delivered to the saints to be preserved for all 
posterity. 

 

These were the saints in Ephesus, in Corinth, in Rome, in Christ, 
believers comprising the church of God in those cities. It is to 
such as these that the inspired truth which constituted the faith 
was delivered. Paul, writing to Timothy, says with regard to the 
church of the living God, it is “a pillar and buttress of the truth.” 
1 Timothy 315 One Puritan (John Collins) comments: “The 
church of Christ is that place in which the truths of the Lord 
Jesus are kept and will be kept from one age to another.” 

 

The faith defined… 
1 as declared. The faith clearly refers to a body of truth which 
could be recognised and preserved. We gather this from the 
way he alludes to his Gospel – “according to my gospel” he 
writes in Romans 216. He declared the content of his Gospel in 1 
Corinthians 151-4: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you 
stand and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to he 
word I preached to you - unless you believed in vain. For I 
delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures.” Any deviation or distortion, any 
denial or corruption of this Gospel he denounced as another 
gospel: “But even if we or an angel from heaven, should preach 
to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him 
be accursed.” Galatians 18. He exhorted young Timothy “follow 
the pattern of the sound words that you have heard from me 
and what you have heard from me in the presence of many 
witnesses entrust to faithful men who will be able to teach 
others also.” 2 Timothy 113, 22) The writer of Hebrews lays stress 
on the same responsibility: “Since then we have a great high 

guests. It was very cold and we lit two wood fires. Electricity and 
water were off and there was no cell phone reception. We lit 
candles. Our gas oven was working. We unpacked the 
'earthquake kit' with a small radio and listened to the news. It 
was an 8.8 quake on the Japanese scale (later upgraded to 9.0) 
and the wave had hit the whole of the Japanese Pacific coast. 
We tried to chat to our guests. Mrs Aikawa was ill at ease. 
Glenda made a chicken and broccoli pie with soup, salad, cake, 
rice etc but they hardly touched it. We put our 2 Japanese guests 
in the downstairs bedroom and tried to sleep though after-
shocks continued throughout the night. About 10pm we heard 
rumbling like thunder. The petrol/oil depot connected to the oil 
refinery about 5km away to west had blown up. Huge flames 
were leaping up and a column of black smoke ascended ‘like 
the smoke from a furnace’ (Genesis 19). Fortunately there was 
no wind.  

 

SATURDAY. We woke up about 0530 and made tea, went for a 
walk along the beach and were stunned by the desolation. We 
made sure we had firewood and Glenda tidied up. The sky was 
full of army helicopters and there were many announcements 
on the loud speakers to stay off the beach. I also tried to prepare 
my sermon and charged my Macbook by running Glenda's car.  

 

SUNDAY. We went to church, leaving home at 0645. We were 
appalled at the mess and devastation at Tagajo further inland, 
and learned later that many people were killed here trying to 
leave a department store car park. A long time trying to thread 
our way through upside-down cars covered in seaweed and 
streets deep in mud, we arrived at church about 9am, relieved 
to find it undamaged. Only about 6 came by 1030. We started 
anyway and I spoke on Hebrews 1228 on 'God's unshakeable 
Kingdom'. By the end of the service we were 11, (normally 35 
adults). Glenda had cooked 2 kgs of mince. We ate that, some 
took it back to their families. The church had running water but 
no electricity anywhere in Sendai. We decided to cancel the 
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priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession.” Hebrews 414 – that is the 
faith which we believe. 

 

2 As described. It has been said that when Paul wrote the 
Epistle to the Romans there were no local controversies 
distracting his mind and the result was a perfect treatise on 
theology. “The very value of the Epistle as a systematic 
exposition of the Gospel of Protestantism depends on the 
calmness and lucidity with which the Apostle appeals to an ideal 
public to follow him in the discussion of abstract truths.” (FW 
Farrar) 

 

It is therefore to Romans we look for a presentation of Paul’s 
Gospel. He speaks of himself as separated to the Gospel of God. 
Also a special messenger to bring about obedience of faith. 
Romans 15 Then in the first eight chapters he declares his 
Gospel, the salient truths being sin and condemnation, 
righteousness and justification, adoption and sanctification. We 
need the whole of Scripture to apprehend the full circle of truth. 
“It encompasses,” as Bishop JC Ryle has said, “the supremacy of 
Holy Scripture, the doctrine of human sinfulness and corruption, 
the work and office of our Lord Jesus Christ, the inward work of 
the Holy Spirit.” This body of truth is inviolable and according to 
Paul it is given to the church to be preserved, guarded and 
defended. 

 

The faith determined – once for all 
1 Historically settled. We have no hesitation in claiming that 
the great events of the New Testament records were historic, 
that the truths were revealed. But some would say they were not 
final truths, that they were not completed, that the book of 
revelation is not now closed. If we understand this verse aright 
we cannot agree with that view, but must strongly assert the 
contrary. The ground for such an assertion is the meaning once 
for all. It is used with reference to Christ dying for sin, he died for 
sin once for all, “the just for the unjust, once for all”, Christ’s 

speakers dotted along the coast. We saw small boats fleeing the 
harbour and a tanker trying to head for deep water. After 30 
minutes visibility was worse because it had started to snow. We 
went inside and started to clear up. After 10 minutes we heard 
screaming. A huge tsunami had hit. We ran down to the car 
park and saw a mass of grey water rushing in, there was a smell 
of HS and a terrible noise of crunching buildings. The car park is 
about 7m above Sea Level and our green Subaru car was 
floating around in over 1m of water. (Sendai harbour had been 
hit with a 10m tsunami). I ran back up to the house to get some 
ropes to secure my car so it wouldn't be swept away. By the 
time I had got back the water was receding from the car park. I 
put two ropes onto the front wheel but it was too late. Just then 
there was a call from across the fence and neighbours Mrs 
Aikawa and her 77 year old mother were trying to get in. Their 
ground floor had been flooded and they had taken refuge 
upstairs. They wanted to be let in before the next tsunami came. 
The gate was blocked with debris and after clearing it, told 
them to go up to our cabin where Glenda would give them a 
cup of tea. The 2nd tsunami came with a roar and reached to 
where our car had been dumped (this one was 5m). It slowly 
receded. I went to the cliff again to look and the seabed was 
visible for 500m out to sea where there is normally 3-4m depth 
of water. Then the 3rd tsunami came. It didn't go over the sea 
wall. Visibility was better - the sun had come out. 
Hanabuchiyama (to the east of our hill) was devastated: hardly 
a house remained. West toward Sendai the skyline looked like a 
WWII air raid with many fires and columns of black smoke 
(even the breakwater about 1 km offshore had a burning house 
that had floated out). Shobutahama was flattened, only 
foundations remained where houses once stood and the 
second storeys of houses were sitting disconnected in the 
roads. Out to sea many containers were bobbing and it seemed 
that a container ship had lost its load hit by the wave.  

 

It was getting dark and I went back to help Glenda look after our 
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sacrifice for sins. “He needed not daily to offer up sacrifices, for 
this he did once for all when he offered up himself.” This is used 
in the sense of perpetual validity and so in Jude 3. As Professor 
James Stewart has written: “The facts of the Christian message 
were not just history: they were unique, unrepeatable, absolute, 
final like the judgement trumpet, as indeed in a sense they were 
the judgement trumpet.” It is true as has been said that “the Lord 
has more truth yet to break forth out of his Holy Word” but it 
shall come from that Word already recorded in Holy Writ. 

 

2 Clearly implied. Here is the death blow to all additional 
validations, church traditions and human inventions which are 
claimed to have equal authority with Scripture. It was a stalwart 
defenders of revealed truth revealing the corruption of false 
doctrine that our faith forefathers suffered and died. It is this 
disloyalty to the authority of Scripture which has so corrupted 
the church and which error we denounce as dishonouring to 
God, disloyalty to truth and disloyalty to Christ. We claim with a 
Puritan preacher “that there never was anything of false doctrine 
brought into the church, or anything of false worship imposed 
upon the church but either it was by neglecting the Scripture, or 
introducing something above Scripture.” (John Collins) Our 
existence as a church is a continual protest against the 
corruption of the true Gospel once for all delivered to the saints. 
“This church doth hereby reaffirm the constant witness against 
all those innovations in doctrine and worship, whereby the 
primitive Faith has been from time to time defaced or overlaid, 
and which at the Reformation were disowned and rejected.” 
(Declaration of Principles) This faith is our God given heritage 
and trust and such is the faith defended. 

 

The faith defended – contend earnestly 
1 The purpose. How then shall it be defended? Passively? 
Carelessly? Indifferently? Or in the spirit of Paul and of his 
spiritual successors who counted no sacrifice too great, no 
suffering too severe, no fight too strenuous that they might be 

been running on adrenalin. Thank you for all the messages of 
concern. On Sunday after church I was able to download all my 
600 e-mails as the area around there is almost back to normal. 
Since the tsunami, we have heard only the radio news and while 
we are aware that this is not a local event we haven’t seen the 
TV news so you will all know more about the big picture than 
we do. All the Sendai church people are fine though some have 
moved to different parts of the country. One man lost his car to 
the tsunami as did we, but the church and member's houses 
suffered no major damage. The past 2 weeks we cancelled mid-
week meetings because we had so few attend on Sunday 13th 
and I wanted to concentrate on ministry here. 

 

Anyway please keep us, this ministry at Shichigahama and the 
Sendai church in prayer (that they will all live out their faith at 
this time especially). 

 

Let us never forget that Japan's main need is still to hear and 
respond to the gospel, the same as before the quake. I believe 
that is why God sent it. So let us co-operate with that purpose 
and do our part to evangelise this country. 

 

My Tsunami Diary 
FRIDAY The earthquake struck at 1500, I was down at the car 
park about to load some tools into the car. Early that morning I 
had spoken at the Miyagi Gakuin service to 1100 boys and done 
an English class in the church and was looking forward to fixing 
the Takayama gate.  

 

There was a roar and rumble, the pheasants squawked, dogs 
barked as always at the beginning of a quake. The car started to 
bounce up and down, trees swayed and rocked violently. I ran 
back up to the cabin which was like running along the deck of a 
rolling ship. Glenda was outside looking up at our cabin as it 
swayed back and forth. After about a minute it stopped and we 
went inside to see bookshelves and tape shelves toppled over, 
but no serious damage. We made the fire safe and rushed to the 
cliff to see the tsunami that had been predicted over the loud 
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faithful even unto death. Paul affirmed: “But I do not account my 
life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my 
course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.” (Acts 2024) 

 

All that is implied in contending earnestly for the faith. The 
intensive force of this word contend is brought out in the usage 
in 1 Corinthians 925 where it is translated strive/exercise of self-
control with reference to the concentrated endeavour of the 
athlete in the Greek games. He strives with the utmost energy 
and power to gain the prize. So should men contend earnestly 
for the faith. 

 

But Paul not only impresses us with his dedication to the truth, 
he also challenges all in the true apostolic succession with his 
utter humility. He attributes all his powers and accomplishments 
to the grace of God. “But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary I 
worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the 
grace of God that is with me.” (1 Corinthians 1510) In that 
attitude he could zealously contend for the truth without 
bitterness or hatred. He would not yield on any essential, but he 
held the truth in love. It is in that spirit we should hold this our 
heritage and by so doing commend the truth and ourselves to 
everyman’s conscience in the sight of God. 

 

2 The method. Jude calls us to earnestly contend for the faith, 
he also exhorts us to strengthen our foundations and extend our 
influence and to be ready for our Lord and Master’s coming. 
When Nehemiah superintended the rebuilding of the walls of 
Jerusalem we read, “half of my servants worked on 
construction, and half held the spears, shields, bows, and coats 
of mail. - Those who carried burdens were loaded in such a way 
that each laboured on the work with one hand and held his 
weapon with the other.” (Nehemiah 416-17)  Here is an illustration 
of working and watching, of building and contending. May God 
give us grace to defend and build. 

 

So whilst can we continue to work in the old paths, to 
strengthen the things which remain and at the same issue we 
ought to be building on the sure foundations of the unchanging 
Gospel, work which will stand for eternity. In contending and 
building, in loyalty and labour, in faithfulness and dedication is 
the fulfilment of our mission, the example of forefathers in the 
faith. In this great work we have the encouragement of Hebrews 
121-2. “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us, 2looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame.” May we be worthy of our calling - 
may we be faithful to our trust  - may we finish our course with 
joy. 

Angus Parnaby 
 

Missionaries at Sendai 
On 11th March God gave Japan a tap with his little finger to 
wake it up. These are momentous times and it is an immense 
privilege to be here. We returned from South Africa and the UK 
on 26th February and were staying at Takayama, a holiday place 
for missionaries by the sea. We were due to move to a flat near 
the church in Sendai, but couldn't contact the estate agent. 
There was devastation on both sides of the hill and it seemed 
we were in the eye of the storm. We have had great 
opportunities to help people, show sympathy and at the same 
time tell the gospel and give out tracts. Please pray that we will 
be faithful as we try to make the most of the opportunities we 
have each day and that the seed sown will bear fruit in fertile 
soil. We have no water, electricity, phone, or internet but we 
have gas and plenty of wood for the fire so we are warm and 
cozy and there is no need to worry about our welfare. We have 


